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FICTION 
MUST BOOKS 
April 1 | zy 
Faulkner, William THE HAMLET ~ [oe Random House 


Faulkner, the stellar verbal marathon winner, once again indulges in 
tortuous and tortured excesses in this new novel, reintroducing the Snopes of some of 
his earlier work. The hamlet is the backwash known as Frenchman's Bend, the scene 
opens as the Snopes move in. There is one son, who before long, as clerk in the store, 
has outtricked them all. His wife is his employer's daughter, an inanimate, lethargic 
girl with an oversupply of animal magnetism, who has married him to save her face. 
There is an idiot cousin and perversion at its worst. There is MiNk Snopes, who mur- 
ders the man who impounded his cattle, and is haunted by the baying of the hound. The 
unst inting allotment of the depraved and the fetid, familiar through various novels 
and short stories, make this beastly unpleasant, But Faulkner is a factor to reckon 
with, and you can't ignore him. I should think this would be sharply limited. $2.50 y 


April 5 Be 
"Elizabeth" MR. SKEFF INGTON "Os 7 Doubleday, Doran 
~> fe 
* The trade and the public will welcome another book by "Elizabeth" who can 


always be counted on for a skillfully wrought tale, with plausible solution and char- 
acters. This time her heroine is at the line between accepting the approach of age 
and ceasing to struggle after the prerogatives of youth and she refuses to accept the 
shift with the equanimity advisable. Her state of mind is further complicated by re- 
current images of the husband of whom she had disposed twenty years before, so she 
goes to a neurologist for advice. She doesn't like the advice he gives her, and tries 
to solve her problems in her own way. What that way is makes entertaining reading, 
and the solution while tinged a bit with a Warwick Deeping touch, is eminently satis- 
factory from the angle of the majority of her readers. A good book for rentals and 
for that large group of book buyers who want a good story, with a bit of social furbe- 


lows and authentic background, (Repeated from Nov. 15, 1939 - page 515). $2.50 
22. 
April 1& y j 
Feuchtwanger, Lion PARIS GAZETTE a) t' Viking 
" Not since The Oppermans has Feuchtwanger so successfully tapped the 


tich vein of current social problems as he does in this realistic picture of the 
German exiles in their new setting (in this case, Paris). "Paris Gazette" is the 
namcof the journal run by the exiles, but controlled by a man who fears the reper- 
cussions of vitriolic pronouncements against the Nazis. Through the interlinking of 
the lives of men and women concerned, one gets highlights and shadows of an unreal 

new world, honeycombed with Nazi propagandists. The fight for principle, infinitely 
more important than the individual coneerned, wrecks lives - and they all face another 
period of rebuilding. A powerful and challenging book-not for hammock reading. $3.00 
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WILD GEESE CALLING 

































ee White, Stewart Edward Doubleday, Doran 
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* Kathrene Pinkerton in Three's a Crew speaks of sharing experiences 
with the Whites. Those experiences may well have formed some of the groundwork for 
this novel of the northwest - and of a youth with the call of new places in his blood, 
and the wife who was almost always ready to go along. From a Washington lumber camp, 
to Seattle, then on to Alaska and the interior they went, pulled on by a zest forthe 
frontiers, a love of the unknown, an urge to conquer. It is good adventure, and good 
characterization. The period is pre-war, but occasional lapses and inaccuracies are 
forgivable in the pace of the narrative and the quality of the essential picture. 
An easy book to read, should be a best seller locally, an easy renter everywhere. 
$2.30 
RS, 


TWO DARK HORSES 
March 15 


Fisher, Anne B. CATHEDRAL IN THE SUN Carlyle house 
* Not since I read The Journey of the Flame nave I been swept back into the 
early days of California with such a convincing sense of seeing things happen around 
me. Cathedral in the Sun is the story of the Mission at Carmel, of the fin: old 
priests who made it a wide influence through the people around it, of the struggle 
for ownership of California - Spaniards, Mexicans, Americans, and of how the Mission 
was sacrificed to greed and ambition, of brief spurts of war and revolution and a 
shifting of government ani control, from the years 1818 to 1882. The Indians, the 
peasants, the soldicrs, the land grabbers and the gold seekers, ali form a rapidly 
moving panorama of figures against which is told the story of Juan the fiddler and 
the mission convert, and of his daughter Loreta. It is in these simple Indians that 
the faith is kept alive, when the time comes for the rebuilding of the Mission. It ig 
a moving story, with a deep emotidnal qnality, with plenty of action, with conflict 
within and without. I found it fascinating reading, and feel sure that its sale on 
the Coast is assured. As for the rest of the country, word of mouth recommendation 
should help bring it the recognition it deserves. Reaa it and see for yourself. 





$2.75 
April 1é i sh (c 
Bellaman, flenry KING'S ROW > owe Simon & Schuster 
* King's Rew, a mid western town, not very far fron St. Louis, at the turn 


of the century, is the Villain of the piece", the real protagcnist of a first rate 
story. There are two novels this season tc which this bears analosy:- E. Arnot 
Robertson's Summer's Lease, which is also a study of adolescence, and ofthe effect of 
environment on a sensitive growing boy, and Harold Sinclair's fhe Years of Growth, 
another study of a developing town. I liked Xing’s Row much better than either. There 
is a holding quality to the telling, that keeps one concentrated on the progress of 
incident and character beyond what - in retrospect - one feels it fully warrants. The 
town, has perhaps, more than its allotment of abnormality; there are figures that 
fascinate and repel at the same time, there are psychological and physiological ab- 
errations, inherent in characters that have offsetting traits of fineness and gener- 
osity. There are some grand characters, - the staunch grandmother, the Colonel and 
his wife, the old priest and the German pastor whose music proved his downfall. And 
there are the young people 2rowing up, Parris, with the study of psychiatry as a goal, 
himself in need of emotional release, Drake - and the girls whose lives were closeiy 
linked with theirs. Sheer readability should make this easy selling. $2.75 
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A Group Above Average - But Not Rig woney Makers 


Here are a numbér of titles. that demand real selling, not simply order taking, but 
that will reward some effort. Note particularly THE BLAZE OF NOON by Rayner Heppen- 
stall (Alliance), an unusual first novel; Conrad Aiken's new novel, CONVERSATION 
Muell, Sloan & Pearce); some fine short stories bv Geoffrev Household, THE SALVATION 
OF PISCO GABAR (Little, Brown); Louis Zara's best novel, to date, THE LAND IS OURS: 
(Houghton, Mifflin). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 
March 8 
Gellhorn, Martha A STRICKEN FIELD Dike ll,Sloan & Pearce 


MissGellhorn is first of all an excellent reporter, with her emotions tuned 
to the message of suffering and tragedy. She showed this in Tne Trouble I've Seen. |. o 
She transfers her attention this time to the Agonies of Czechoslovakia, and gives us tn. fe 
"a moving"semi-fictionized picture of the aunexation and the human by-products of 
that catastrophe. Her facts are thinly veil=«i in a fictional story of a young woman 
journalist in Prague, 1938, but it is not her story so much as the story of the inno- 
cents of all ages and creeds learning the painful profession of escape and exile. It 
is also a succession of pictures of the life of these refugees, in their hideouts, on 
the streets, under the shadow of the Nazis. A harrowing book, given undeniable intensi- 


ty by a hard, fast impassioned style. Not for the thin-skinned. $2.50 
March 14 
Walsh, Maurice SON CF APPLE Stokes 


A folk legend, beautifully retold, with a modern swing and pace at no sacri- 
fice of the artifices and the glamor oi the old tale. It is a hero-yarn, a sort of 
Irish Jack, the Giant Killer-Beauty and the Beast rolled into one. There are ogres 
and witches and creatures under evil spells; there is a young and handsome hero of 
mysterious parentage. The outline of the story is familiar to all folklore, but the 
telling actually creates a sense of suspense and carries one along. Walsh taps his 


native fountains of legend - and dresses it up with inimitable story sense. $2.50 
Bolster, Evelyn MORNING SHOWS THE DAY Vanguard 
* A thoroughly engaging novel of chiidhood with none of the over-analytical, 


over-sensitive backward glance one usually associates with adult pictures of children. 
Here are the Colwells (8, 9 and 10 year olds), having a glorious year with their ador- 
ed father, in Olympia, Washington. He is their guiding force, a quiet, shy man with 

fine principles and a gift for making the children take their part in household rou- 
tine, with spontaneity and humor. Little things assume magnitude in their lives, ~ 
rivalry with the neighbors, on the street and in school, a small deceit here and there, 
small shames and trittmphs. All the crueity, temptations, loyalty and love of these 
children are recaptured with grace and casual candor. A charming book, which should not 
fall into the oblivion too often the portion of novels of childhood. $2.50 


March 15 


Hauck, Louise Platt BELOVED BUFF Penn 





Butf, capable, wholesome is our golden girl who goes to California to 


look after her irresponsible brother's baby, when he is deserted by an equally irrespon- 
sible wife. She sets the house in order, falls in love, and finds that true romance 
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rides the rocks. But of course there's a happy ending. Rentals - and light love. 
$2.00 
March 20 
Wylie, Philip THE BIG ONES GET AWAY Farrar & Rinehart 


A group of delightful short stories about two Florida fisherman who build 
their own boat and take on all types for the season, - real fishermen, rank amateurs, 
a tiger hunting Englishman, women who love fishing and women who pretend, and so on. 
Deep sea fishing off the Florida coast has many enthusiasts, and these stories should 
be right down their lane. The stories are slow getting under way, but once you get 
Crunch and Des out on the water, in their own "habitat", you share their experiences, 
humorous, exciting and commonplace. The author knows these waters and these people. 


Most of the stories have appeared in the S E P. $2.50 
March 19 
Davis, Anne Pence THE CUSTOMER IS ALWAYS RIGHT Macmillan 


A department store in northwest Texas is the central character to which 
all human elements are subordinated, a Grand Hotel recipe for the story of the lives 
connected with it. From Easter through January sales, developments in various situ- 
ations are high-spotted. There is the hard~pushing merchandise manager and his ambitians; 
there is the detached owner; there is the loyal old guard and the grimly determined 
younger recruits; there are the plain folks and the newly rich oil well magnates. The 
store's policy of honesty and quality - along with a ruthlessly determined play for all 
available business makes the store dominate 21ll personal problems. Goodish department 
store stuff, better gaugedto rental appetites than to sales. $2.50 


Fic KU 

‘& 

McCullers, Carson DHE MR Houghton, Mifflin 
MPs Sloan 


A strange and powerful book, so. quite apart from anything I can re- 
call. The scene is a small Southern mill town; the central figure is a mute, a quiet, 
tolerant man to whom four people turn to express their individual hopes and beliefs. 
His very silence endows him in their eyes with a godlike quality; his human fallibi- 
lities are shut within his silence. There is a Negro doctor, struggling for the ele- 
vation of his race; there is the bar owner; there is an agitator, trying to show the 
world the injustices of the capitalistic system; there is an appealing girl of twelve, 
whose gift for music is frustrated by poverty and ignorance. The close of the book is 
confessed defeat for all. Direct, uncompromising, a distinguished piece of work whose 
very subject matter will make it almost impossible to sell. $2.50 


MaPod—et 4 fro 


“SP. 
Heppenstall, Rayner THE BLAZE OF NOON sS | C ‘ Alliance 


* & very unusual, esoteric first novel by 2 young English poet, in many ways | 
remininscent of D. H. Lawrence. It should receive a distinguished press; I doubt its 
popular reception. An intensely subjective, sensitive record of a lcve affair between 
a blind man and a young girl down in Cornwall. The blind man tells the story, and his 
blindness makes him receptive to nuances, physical and psychic, beyond the average.. 
There is Lawrence's preoccupation with the physical and his candor in putting it on 
paper; but in Heppenstall‘s approach there is more of the intellectual and the urbane 
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than of the purely emotional. There is also much of Lawrence's peétry and symbolism. 
The plot is negligible, - merely the tenuous and elusive emotional development of the 
love affair, with the sensual aspects brilliantly analyzed. ‘There is some remarkable 


writing... Take care to whom you sell or give the book. Not for public libraries. 
$2.50 


March 21 


Dunsany, Lord THE STORY OF MONA SHEEHY Harper 
The usual fey and fantasy blend in this story of alittle Irish girl, who 
believes that her mother was the queen of the fairies. Her father, by whom she is 
reared, had sinned in the woods one night with a lady of high degree, whom he was sure 
must have been a fairy queen. Mona is a strange child, insisting that she is a crea- 
ture apart, dreaming andm:undering for pages on end, refusing the love of the honest 
village lad. But she pays the penalty for her strangeness, she is driven forth when 


the villagers believe her responsible for the Northern Lights, she travelswith the 


tinkers, she is sent to London and finis herself a misfit - and at the close she 
accepts gratefully her role as a normal woman. Dunsany has his followers. This is 
their fare. (Note another shift of publisher). $2.50 


March 22 


CITY FOR CONQUEST 


Kandel, Aben Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


This is a reissue of a book originally published by Covici, Friede, which 
is shortly to appear in pictures, and which deserves a wider market than it received in 
1938. New York - from the upper reaches of the Bronx, to the sordid tenements on 
Death Avenue and the river fronts, pitilessly exposed, in a succession of staccato epi- 
sodes. Together they weave an intricate pattern of city life, pitched high, pitched 
low, in a wide range of social and economic scales. Does it get anywhere? Perhaps 
not, buttnetelling is vivid, poignant, searching, tragic. It is New York, at its worst 
rather than its best. $2.50 


Aiken, Conrad CONVERSATION Duell,Sloan & Pearce 
In its broader outlines, this is a gemlike piece of impressionistic writing, 
with dialogue set against stream of consciousness. One might place it by saying that 
it is a gross between Appointment in Samarra and The Thin Wan, with less actual plot 
than either, with equally vivid dialogue, with less preoccupation with the physical on 
aspects of life - and with less humor. Through the thin thread of story and the well- 
executed conversation, the characters and situation emerge. The compass of the story 
is a 24-hour period of high tension between two people who really lowe each other, a 
situation brought to a head by external forces. The child, an unbreakable link be- 
tweenthem, is delightfully drawn, and supplies relief. At the end, after every inci- 
dent is heightened into tragedy, the bubble breaks and humor saves the day. Beautifully 
done, compact, restrained. The sub-plot does not quite come off, it is like a play with 


in a play, a bit off key. $2.50 


April 1 
Patterson, Norma THE MAN I LOVE Farrar & Rinehart 
Pot boiling over occasionally with sentiment and heroics, but a good romance 
renter. Beautiful, strong mountain country with beautiful strong men of the west - 


Galehad emerges and all is well, 


and a romance upset by a showgirl from the east. 
$2.00 
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Bonner, Charles LEGACY ue. 2 + Knopf 


A thoroughly likable book, a good family story and good Americana, in minor 
scale, which traces a father and five sons from boyhood in 1905 through the war years. 
Adam Stoddard is a genuine patriarch, confident that his progeny need his strength 
and guidance rather than either the whip hand or emancipation. The five boys are in- 
telligently differentiated. The war proves a testing round for each, through mar- 
riage and through active service, and it brings strain and tragedy to the father who 
lives intensely through each of his motherless sons. Their stability is endangered 
through Hester, nymphomaniac wife of one of the five, who pursues each brother in 
turn. But eventually all pull through. It is the sort of book that needs personal 


enthusiasm to sell it, but - with word of mouth publicity - it should go. $2.50 
April 8 
Hamsun, Knut LOOK BACK ON HAPPINESS Coward, McCann 
& 


Perhaps Hamsun has reached a point, in his old age, when.:he cannot create 
a sense of reality, of sharing the emotions of his characters. This new novel seems 
to me utterly unreal, detached from events and people and feelings. One sees the 
story-teller as an observer, a bit cynical, watching while one woman wrecks sundry 
lives. There is a detachment that is contagious so that the reader too, simply sees 
it as a far-off, unimportant succession of minor incidents, etehed against the wildness 
of the Norwegian upper pastures and the woods. One gropes for meaning - it eludes one. 
It reads ~for the first half ~ like a philosophical ~- nature study, and slowly gathers 


pace. $2.50 
April 11 rh ig 
eral ; a 
Household, Geoffrey THE SALVATION OF PISCO GABAR Little, Brown 
* As good a collection of short stories as I have found fer a long time. 


Spanish America dominates as background, though there is a London story and a New 

York story. Fast paced, varying in quality and length and impact; some are scarcely 
more than sharply etched character studies, some are good adventure yarns, same mere 
sketches, But everyone has a good reason for being. For the essential flavor read 


the title story, Delslen of tne Back Stairs, Techatgque and Taboo. $2.50 
April 12 
Stone, Irving FALSE WITNESS Doubleday, Doran 


An incredible story from Irving Stone. Can he be the same? The setting 
is Mission Valley, a peaceful California community, a harmonious center of five hundred 
souls. Then comes tragedy, when the theft of $50 is pinned on an honest widow, and 
the daughter of the town's wealthiest citizen gets off through tricks and blackmail. 
There's tragedy for the founder of the group when he stands by the widow, and only 
the death of his granddaughter succeeds in restoring justice. Full of homespun homi- 
lies and saline speechifying. $2.00 


a porn 
Zara, Louis THIS LAND IS OURS Houghton, Mifflin 


* This is a superb historical novel. At the start, one fears that it is to 
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be just another frontier story, covered wagons and all the trimmings. Then-as the 
Bentons press on and become an integral part of each new endeavor, one feels that 

here is a story that brings one to grips with the tragedy and drama of two raceS, 
Indian and white, struggling for possession of the land they feel is their own. The 
Wabash gave us background for just such a novel. Grand adventure, from the Susquehanna 
to the Mississippi, and characters that are drawn to the life, so that they seem as 


true as the historical figures beside which they march. Grand reading. $2.75 
eo 
April 1 

Dudley, Frank KING COBRA Carrick & Evans 


In brisk, tough lingo, a newspaperman tells of the rise and fall of the 
Red Rijers, a vigilante organization dedicated to patriotism and violence. A drunk 
with a gift of rhetoric, a crook who knows the byways of leeching as well as leching, 
and a slut form the worthy (?) triumvirate at the controls. Before long, glorified 
by secret insignia, scarlet gowns and magic waters, the following reaches the millions 
and the leaders coin money. Negroes, Communists, Catholics or Jews ~ the focus of 
their hate varies with the locale. Violence goes unchecked, but at the close it 


ricochets on the trinity and two are assassinated. Well done and revealing, but un- 


pleasant. $2.50 


April 20 
Seifert, Shirley RIVER OUT OF EDEN Michael S. Mill 


Saga novel of America at the close of the French-English wars, opening up 
of trade on the Mississippi, Indians, and good and bad people in monotone. The story 
centers around a spirited New Orleans boy of no background, his closest friend, a 
French aristocrat, and the Frenchman's sister, whom he loves. A ruthless powerful 
man is determined to force Eugenie to marry his son, and the book tells of the escape 
of the trio up river. There are hardships, dangers among the Indians, but eventually 


they reach Illinois and freedom from the threat. Authentic, but rather stereotyped. 
$2.50 


April 28 
Norris, Kathleen THE WORLD iS LIKE THAT Doubleday, Doran. 


Song and dance on a familiar theme, but Norris does a capable job, as usual, 
Jocelyn is in love with a married man, but gets over it and takes a job as companion 
to the petulant daughter of an attractive divorce. She has her hands full with the 
vagaries of the daughter and the factions in the family; she fails in love with the 
father, and eventually they marry and give the spoiled daughter stability. Rentals. 


$2.00 
& 
April & 
Havighurst, Walter THE WINDS OF SPRING Macmillan 





Sympathetic characters against the pioneering days of Wisconsin in the 

1840's. From Sweden come Jan end Margaretta, he disinherited because his family feel 
he has made a mesalliance. His scholarly background, his qualifications as a gentleman, 
his flute playingzentle humor and spontaneous sparkié, and his interests in nature, 
in the scientific study of the birds around him, mark him out from his neighbors, and 
foreordain his failure asmn of business or farmer. Through Jan's pupils, Peter and 
David (David's character is patterned on John Muir), he achieves a sense of success. 
There are intimate pictures of the friends and neighbors, the life, the catastrophes. 


And there's a Peattie quality in the handling cf the nature aspects. Nice but not vita. 
$2.50 
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Marchand, Margaret PILGRIMS ON THE EARTH Crowell 
Poetic in the Irish rhythms, but definitely nut a popular typecf thing, 
in spite of the general motif - "let native feuds die and join together in a new 
country." It is a story of Oranpemen, Irish, English, Welsh and Scots in a western 


Pennsylvania tinmill community in the late '90's' and early century. A German has 
built up the mine, and when he refuses to deal with the miners' requests, he imports 
-hunkies to work at lowcr rates. Internment during the war puts things into his son's 
hands, and the son is in sympathy with labor's new front, supported by his lcve for 
Leah Slane, the central character of the stecry. $2.50 


Late Comers With Apologies 
Published 
Lieferant, Henry and Sylvia UNITED THEY STAND Dutton 


Realistic story of family life, with nice people and a sane angle on life. 
In the parents of the family, the bulwark for all of the daughters and their problens, 
matrimonial and otherwise, there's as sound a couple as met in many a novel. The prob- 
lems are common garden variety, and the solutions strike a note of authenticity. The 
best novel from the Lieferants, to date. Good for your conservatives. $2.00 


St. Johns, Adela Rogers THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL Dutton 


Smart set story of young marriage in New York, faced with the recession. 
On the slight side, but palatable. A small business is on the skids, and Burke's wife 
decides to rescue it, even if she has to give her "pound of flesh" in return for the 
necessary funds, provided by an ex-lover. Rental libraries. $1.50 


Adams, Samuel Hopkins WHISPERS Liveright 


Good rental material in a well-grounded story of love, politics, finance 
set in a typical american smallish town. Romance for four, complicated by implications 
which lead to a mix-up of a socialite, a girl working in the bank, a clerk and the 
hero. He is personable and wealthy, a do-nothing until] he altruistically decides to 
come tothe resuce of the bank. To do so he has to buck the town's ruthless go-getter. 
Morals on the modern side, plot with plenty of substance and a nice cast. $2.00 


February 19 
Corle, Edwin SOLITAIRE Dutton 


A bit of Steinbeck-borrowing in a poignant story of a little girl and the 
hobo she adopts. She belongs to an exclusive Rsadena family, but her interests and 
affections are attached to Ben, 2 tramp, and hispet rat. He is a nice old man, phi- 
losopher of sorts, with imagination and an awareness of fundamentals. Her family 
interfere to break up the friendship, and an anarchist who is also down in the arroyo, 
brings the break to a head. It misses fire somehow. (Note shift from Random). $2.50 


February 20 


Grane, John . THE FUGITIVE Harper 


Psychological study of the effect of fear in flight on the mind of the 
fugitive. A Berlin Jew tries endlessly to escape, first in one direction than another, 
always meeting failure. Atthe end his mind cracks. Can't see much market. $2.00 
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REPRINTS - Pocket Books 


Kennedy, Margaret THE CONSTANT NYMPH S$ .88 
Norris, Kathleen MOTHER $ .25 
Lowndes, Mrs. Belloc THE LODGER $ .25 
Cellini, Benvenuto AUTOBIOGRAPHY $ .25 
MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 
February 26 
Taylor, Phoebe Atwood THE CRIMINAL C. O. D. Norton 
* The Cape Cod flash again puts the bee on the right guy when he ruins his 


brand new Porter to save a trightened girl, gets caught up with a disappearing body, 
a political campaign, local feuds, cousin syl's genius for finding things, a disrupted 
family, another body and some undercover finagling. Fun for the fans. $2.00 


February 29 


"Simenon" THE PATIENCE OF MAIGRET Harcourt, Brace 


* This is the first translation into English of the work of France's Edgar 
Wallace, and Harcourt is planning to do big things to make "Simenon" equally well 

known in this country. Two of the Inspector Maigret tales are included in this volume,- 
The Sleeping Man and The Yellow Dog. They have more body than the average Wallace 
yarns. The criminals are social misfits, thwarted in life, physically and mentally 
ill, with a grudge against the world. Maigret's system of watchful waiting, constant 
surveillance, letting the guilty stew in their own juice, works well. You know the 
"who" early in the game; but its the "why" and the "how" as developed by the meticulous 
Maigret that is important. Very good of their type. $2.00 


C'Hanlon, James AS GOOD AS MURDERED Random House 


A goodish idea spoiled by not so goodish writing. A California scrivener 
works out a snappy mystery plot, lands in a situation where he can follow his own 
advice, and ends up in the jail for murder. Having made suicide look like murder, he 
finds his employers not helpful, but he escapes from jail and with the help of his wife, 
an avid mystery-reader, he sets out toprove his innocence and get his man. Light~. 


hearted, speedy, with some screwball moments, it is fun, but not fair. $2.00 
March 4 
Bonney, Joseph L. MURDER WITHOUT CLUES Carrick & Evans 


Sleuth fancier's favorite probtem times four:- the locked room, the isolated 
suspects, the perfect alibi, the vanished weapon, deduced in modern Holmesian tra- 
dition by Simon Rolfe, prototype of the master, and expounded to his Watson and In- 
spector King. Two murders supply plenty of action. Good of its kind. $2.00 
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Snow, Charles H. OUTLAWS OF RED CANYON Macrae Smith 


Not up to par, the plot is weak and even the routine process of wiping out a 
gang of rustlers and thieves can't make the pulse speed up an atom. A gangster gets 
away with posing as a promising young rancher; but the tenderfoot marshal does his bit 


towards cleaning things up. $2.00 


Coolidge, Dane YAQUI DRUMS Dutton 
Swell adventure, realistically written. Period - that of the counter- 

revolution against Huerta. The leader of the Yaquis (Zapata prctotype), an American 

soldier of fortune, and the daughter cf an American rancher in Mexico are the central 


figures of a fast paced, entertaining yarn. $2.00 
March 25 
Rich, Willard BRAIN WAVES AND DEATH Scribner 


Scientific laboratory cutside Boston as the scene for a double murder, in 
which experiments in the measurement Of brain waves proves a bright red herring for 
inspector Noonan. He reverses the process, creates guilty situations for each of his 


suspects, rips his cases apart, and turns on the criminal. So so. $2.00 
April 26 
Selmark, George MURDER IN SILENCE Doubleday, Doran 


Maniac killings with final surprise twist. Three deaths follow the marriage 
of an English village vicar to a chorus girl. Scotland Yard plays a waiting game as 
terrorization grows. Final inheritor is used as bait, and the criminal is caught. 

Not mystery in the strictest sense, but some good situations. $2.00 


Young, Gordon RED CLARK FOR LUCK Doubleday, Doran 


Fl Ps 
>t. 
* Hi-test- A 1 stuff. A ranch near Denver is the setting for a tryout between 
the manager (brother of the owner and a crook) and the new hand, who is on to the game 
and determined to unearth it. He and a girl rancher and a mysterious stranger who 


turns out to be a government agent, finally achieve their aim. $2.00 
er ga 
pril 28 < f 
et? EF 
Shriber, Ione Sandberg HEAD OVER HEELS IN MURDER Farrar & Rinehart 
* Dirty linen and skeleton jangling come into the open as the investigation 
of the murder of Dana Laurence (a b----- h if ever there was one) proceeds under local 


lieutenant Grady, out to regain his lost laurels. The scene of themurder was virtually 
Times Square and everyone had a jimdandy motive, so there are red herrings all over the 
place. But a spurious accusation gooses a phony confession and then comes the "real 
McCoy" and all is well. Tribal troubles tricksily told. Mystery-novel rather than 

run of the mill whodunit. Told in Mary Roberts Rinehart manner, with first person 
relator. This was an honorable mention winner in the contest. $2.00 
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February 19 ><, 


1 


Stokes, Thomas L. CHIP OFF MY SHOULDER Princeton Univ. 


e Rumor has it that the Princeton Press has a potential best seller, so we 
demanded to see it. And we agree. The author won a Pulitzer Prize with his story of 
the use of the W.P.A. funds in a Kentucky election. He is one of the most brilliant of 


. the reporters on the home battlefields. And here he tells his story, and makes it as 


good reading as all but a few of the Furopean correspondents, with their more glittering 
subjects. A brief autobiographical background - a growing awareness of the problem of 
the South - a survey cf the administrations of Harding, Coolidge, Hoover and Roosevelt. 
By nature a hero worshipper, he yet can see his heroes' feet of clay. He makes us share 
his conviction of our government and our history, not as a succession of episodes, but 
as a chain of interwoven links. Present conditions are but steps towards further change 
before democracy can come into its own. Anecdotal, challenging, vital in every phrase, 
and grand reading. Don't pass it over as just another Only Yesterday, It stands on its 


Own. #3. 00 

February -26 f 
Lyons, Eugene STALIN: CZAR OF ALL THE RUSSIAg Lappisoesé 
‘ The author of Assignment in Utopia gives us the inside story of Stalin 


the man, with minute details destroying the image of Stalin the enigma, revealing him 
as dictator supreme, shrewd, cruel, patient, relentless, indifferent to the idealism of 
the Revolution he represents. Six years' backgroand of Russia, a complete turnabout 
face of his own opinion and sympathies - he now has a cause, to show the world what 
Stalin is. He feels that Finland is proving his undoing, revealing the basic medi- 
ocrity of the man. A book which supports conclusively what Souvarine has presenteu, 
and which brings the subject actually up to the minute. The material is better au-— 


thenticated than the earlier book, and - with the success of that as indication, should 
go well. Sm 0 ZO $2.60 
"t ae ae, 
ee . iC 
Nene! — 
de Savitch, Eugene oe aa — ae , Simon & Schuster Win 


dw 


*% Here's our pick as the dark 7 of the moment. There's no moss on Dr. 
de Savitch and this is nonpareil personal history of a man who has lived many lives, 
told with appreciable humor and spirit. At 14 he left Russia, when the revolution 
proved the first of many reversals. He went to Japan, worked in a bank, a hotel, a 
ballet, posed as the aristocratic "front" for peddling Tatar thieves. He joined, briefly, 
the White Army in Siberia, and then came to America. T.B. put him in a sanitarium for 
two years,where lhe was fired with the desire to become a doctor. He worked his way 
through Universities of Denver and Coloraao by doing laboratory research. And the bal- 
ance of his career is in medicine, - Pisteur Institute, Belgium, working on T. B., 
rounding up specimens of sleeping sickuess.in the Congo, etc. His cataclysmic experi- 
ences, his flair for landing right side up, his neat turn of phrase and his first rate 
medical data - all makes grand reading. A better book than Arches of the Years or San 
Michele, I think. Don't miss it. $3.00 


And A Sheaf Of Good Opportunities - Reported Below 
There's a dark horse in Jerome Beatty's AMERICANSALL OVER (John Day); good biography 
in Winkler's FIVE AND TEN (McBride); and in Arliss' MY 10 YEARS IN THE STUDIOS (Little, 
Brown). Elizabeth Madox Roberts returns to poetry in SONG IN THE MEADOW (Viking). And 
Harold Lamb gives us good escape reading in THE MARCH OF THE BARBARIANS (Doubleday). 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
March 1 


Limpus, Lowell M. | TWENTIETH CENTURY WARFARE Dutton 
How Modern Battles are Won and Lost 


This is not a book that is apt to get much distribution through regular 
trade channels, but public libraries may have aplace for it. Primarily, the interest 
will be among those whose training or enthusiasm lies along the lines of the rules and 
principles of strategy, those who have the basic professional knowledge and want to 
bring it up to date. Written for the layman, in so far as clarity is concerned, but 
limited in its subject matter. Covers principles of strategy and tactics, definition 
of terms, international law, details of plans for moving an army, for preparation for 
battle, for offensive and scientific defense, and the various branches of service, 
infantry, cavalry, artillery, Mechanized units, aviation, etc. $1.75 


Batten, Dr. Lindsey WwW. YOUR BABY: And How fo Care For It Harper 


Really worthwhile in general philosophy for parents with first babies, 
though on specific suggestions, the English angle doesn't always fit the American 
picture. Wholesome attitutde; chapters on prenatal care; chapters on feeding, on 
planning daily routine, on habits good and bad; soothing guidance for basic problems, 
Should have been edited for American consumption to get real potential market. $1.50 el 

“yyva M4, 
Casson, Stanley THE DISCOVERY OF MAN The Story of the Inquiry Harper 
Into Human Origins 


This book not only reveals the history of what we know so far about the 
beginnings of man, but is also the story of the development of our attitudes and 
techniques in relation to this subject. The author reveals the hampering prejudice 
of religion and the opposition to a scientific approach. He enlivens the tale by 
linking the advance with the men who made epoch-making discoveries. In spite of the 
fanfare of advance critical commentary, we cannot see it as a book for a wide general 





market, but rather for intellectuals with a scientific bent. $3.00 
March 7 
Davis, George T. A NAVY SECOND TO NONE Harcourt, Brace 


The Development of Modern American Noval Policy 


An expert on naval history reports this as a clear and scholarly history of 
the cyclical rises and falls of American sea power, with emphasis placed on the causes 
controlling theevolution from sailing vessels to superdreadnoughts. Brief summary of 
the country's naval development; a compromise verdict on the 150 year old debate be- 
tween big navy and small navy endorsing "a navy adequate to guard the New World and to 
make any threat to our empire a risk no country could assume"; quite evident rejection 
of the lessons of the Mahan analysis. The book is essentially sound, sensible and well. 
balanced and eminently readable throughout. In presenting recent experiments in treaty 
limitations of naval armaments and the current spur to construction, he, has the ad- 
vantage of timeliness over the published first volume of the Sprouts' excellent Rise of 
American Sea Power, Fully documented, a valuable contribution to Naval literature, wit 
the one shortcoming the apparent remoteness of his library's stackroom from the nearest 
flagship bridge. Bibliography. Index. $3.75 


Ra test aaa 













fr,’ 
is 
‘ue 
Be 
Mag 
Re 















February 15, 194¢ Non-fiction 





March 7 
Millett, Fred B. CONTEMPORANY AMERICAN AUTHORS Harcourt, Brace 


This is an essential handbook for any reviewer, lecturer or teacher of 
contemporary literature, an important book for the reference shelf of every bookshop, 
public library, school library and newspaper. 219 authors, presented with biographi- 
cal notes and bibjiographies, the whole knit together by a long critical essay cover- 
ing fiction, drama, biography, poetry, criticism and literary journalism. Indexed. 


This book grew out of Manley and Jones' Contemporary American Literature. $3.75 
March 11 
Braghine, Col. Alexandre THE SHADOW OF ATLANTIS Dutton 


Here is a subject that has fascinated generations, and will apparently 
continue to provide future generations with romantic grounds of speculation. The 
author has drawn on archaeological finds, legends, linguistic material, anthropologi- 
cal and historical survivals,geological and ethnological data to provide a basis of 
fact for the existence of Atlantis. He shows through the cultures of South America, 
Europe, Asia and Africa evidence of a civilization extending from Chile through the 
Central american territory, a civilization predating Egypt. Toc exhaustive a piece 
of scientific research for merely the smatterer in the Atlantis cult. Illustrated. 

$3.50 


Webb, H.B.L. selected & edited by A MARY WEBB ANTHOLOGY Dutton 


The growing Mary Webb enthusiasts will rejoice in this collection of ran- 
dom material, poetry, articles, contributions made to English periodicals, excerpts 
from her novels which fitted into special calegories - all once again proving what 
a rare gift was hers. Illustrated in color and in black and white by Norman Hepple 
and Rowland Hilder. Gift binding so that it may be included as an alternate in either 


of the three volume gift sets, a saving of $1.50 on the price for individual volumes. 
In sets of three $7.50. Individually $3.00 


March 14 
Beatty, Jerome AMERICANS ALL OVER John Day 
* Readers' Digest commissioned Beatty to investigate human interest stories 


and personalities of Americans the world around, and the result makes first rate 
reading. They include such varied personalities as medical missionaries, conquering 
unbelievable obstacles, holding down outposts of civilization; a sports promottr 

in Paris; a physical trainer in Italy; an American seigneur of an island; a dude 
rancher in Africa; and many others. The author and his wife made the investigatory 
trip together and their own experiences are woven through the other stories. Where- 

as not all the Americans included may be your dish nor mine, he makes them vital in 
what they have accomplished, and gives a vigorous picture of conditions under which 
they live. Adventures for the vitiated - and for all who have lost faith in Americans, 


Illustrated. $3.00 


Pollack, Herbert MODERN DIABETIC CARE Harcourt, Brace 


Causes, control, use of Protamine Zinc Insulin, technique for handling in- 
sulin, dietic problems, psychological effect on children, problems and peculiarities, 
effect on job, on marriage, and activities. A book for patients and their families. 
Call to attention of doctors, who will want to recommend it to their patients. $2.00 
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March 15 
Limpus, Lowell M. HISTORY OF THE NEW YORK FIR& DEPARTMENT Dutton 


Interesting for “smoke eaters" as well as "buffs", this history of how 
fire was fought in N.Y.C. from earliest times to present, from bucket brigades to the 
complex efficient organization today. A record of how the service had to keep pace 
with the growing city, of the seven bad fires that laid sections in waste, of thepres-~ 
tige of the various companies, the use of horses, the changing types of engines, the 
infiltration of politics, the interdepartmental feuds, the solving of the water prob- 
lem, the inauguration of fire escapes, fire™en in the Civil War and subsequent wars, 
and the development of the professional aspects of fire fighting. Plenty of bouquets 


for the present commissioner, brave deeds, famous firemen -good New York material. 
$3.50 


March 18 
Weber, Carl J. HARDY OF WESSEX Columbia University 


This biography will help commemorate Hardy's centennial. It is a fine ex- 
ample of literary biography, not a successful portrayal of the author's inner life. 
Meticulous study of Hardy's work as it evolved from experiences and emotional life, but 
unsuccessful in explaining the emotional development of the man himself. His ambition 
was to be a poet; the novels were simply an opening wedge, but their immediate populari- 
ty kept him from his real love, poetry, until his later years. His first marriage and 
its increasing disappointment; the second marriage which brought him peace. Not a pop- 
ular book, but a distinctive peace of research and analysis. $3.00 


Wood, Clement MORE POWER TO YOUR WORDS Prentice Hall 


There is a lot of good material in this for anyone interested in the practi- 
cal application of the study to public speaking, to writing, to the use of the English 
language for selling, for business, for enrichment of life. He gives ten sound rules, 
stressing individuality, strategy, tact, emphasis, simplicity, warmth, wit, and selec- 
tivity. He urges building an increasing vocabulary, and shows how words have helped 
towards success in politics, in business, in life generally. A book of practical value, 


ratherthan a book of interest to students of words. $2.50 
March #8 
Harlow, Alvin F. PAPER CHASE Henry Holt 


This is a different sort of book for philatelists. Not a how-to-do-it book, 
nor a glorified catalogue, but a history of the development of collecting, anecdotal 
material about collectors, about issues, about eccentricities in the development of 
this most popular of all hebvbies. A book for advanced philatelists, rather than for 
beginners. Covers not only routine collecting, but the byways and ramifications. $2.75 


Cummings, Lewis V. ALEXANDER THE GREAT 4—Ne dS Houghton, Mifflin 


Value seems to me solely as a reference book for students, for it is very 
long, very scholarly, very technical study of Alexander as a conqueror, with his cam- 
paigns as the basis for a wealth of military and tactical detail. The author's original 
contribution is his verification of Alexander's exact route, which he perscnally ex- 
plored. The parallels drawn between Alexander and Hitler give the text a certain pres- 
ent day interest. He shows similarities in the hysterical, mystical aspects of the two 
men, Otherwise, the bcok is largely impersonal and somewhat didactic. $3.75 
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March 22 
Winkler, John K. FIVE AND TEN: fhe Fabulous Life of F. W. Woolworth McBride Se 
Lt a + 
. An immensely readable and entertaining life of a man who was the epitome 


of all the Alger success stories in one. He left an unfinished autobiography and to 
this Winkler has had access, as well as to other available family material. From the 
farm, which he hated, through apprenticeship in a village store, he came to the develop~ 
ment of his confident assurance that the five cent sale idea was sound. He eventually 
made his test successively in Utica, Lancaster, Harrisburg, York, Scranton - he met 
su¢cess and failure, and he built the basic principles of future and sustained Proeress. 
For a time he gave all his stores personal supervision, which he reluctantly yielded. 

By penny pinching, low salaries, corner cutting and cash buying he built his fortun-, 
epitomized in the Woolworth Building and his Millionaire associates. $3.00 


Mayer, J. P. ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE Viking 
Prophet of the Mass Age 


A biography of the political scientist who was the "first thinker to lay 


par excellence. The publication of Democracy in America was the foundation of his 
immediate and far flung success - and in discussion the author brings out De Tocque- 
ville's prophetic forecast of a world to come, the rising tide of the masses. A Sym- 
pathetic glimpse of his personal life, childhood colored by the French Revolution, an 
interesting marriage, a development of religious consciousness which set him apart, - 
all easily but authentically handled. The topical nature of De Tocqueville's work 


gives a limited subject somewhat wider interest. Illustrated. $3.00 
March 25 
Herring, Pendleton THE POLITICS OF DEMOCRACY Norton 


This is a picture cf American Demccracy at work, of American parties in 
action, of the dangers which ccnfront the status of Democracy, and of the importance 
of flexibility of existing instituticns to meet social demands. The book is icono- 
clastic; he takes plenty cf pot shots at traditicnal methods and points of view. He 
acknowledges our system as a useful tool, but emphasizes the necessity of change along 
the line. He bases his assumptions on historical backgrounds, and links past and pres- 
ent showing how there is a continous thread. The party system, machine and boss con- 
trol, bureaucracy, economic pressure, party conventions and election campaigns, all 
come under his microscope. A .stimuleting book, important for thoughtful citizens. $3.75 


Maseb 27 +/2Y 
The Browns FISH AND SEA FOOD COOK BOOK Lippincott 


Here's another of the Brown's irresistibly tempting fillips to jaded 
appetites. They can make food the most absorbing of all subjects, and this is no ex- 
ception. There is perhaps less side comment as to customs and less anecdotal material, 
but the marshalling of facts, the appetizing sound of the recipes, the stimulus to the 
housekeeper's flagging imagination fully warrants udding this to every well-equipped 
shelf of cookery. Alphabetical arrangement of fish within their own classifications, 
some foreign recipes included, and an array of delectable sounding sauces to vary the 


menus. 4 $arF5 2,00 
March 28 
Ha@user, Ernest O. ; SHANGHAI City for Sale Harcourt, Brace 






The life story of a city, the polyglot, chaotic keystoneto China, which 
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England's ruthless “gentlemen rovers abroad" seized and bled. The book cpens with the 
white man's settlement in 1@43, the growth of private enterprise as the big companies 
secured a throttlehold on trade, and on the people, through importing opium. Early 

day rebellions, with trouble slowly coming to a head with the influx of communisn. 

The rise of Chiang Kai Shek and the Soong family, the Japanese encroachment, the de- 
struction of the city, and the break in the hold of the missionaries, foreign offiy 
cials, Taipans, as well as the power of the city itself. An informative history of the 
city, an excellent contribution to better understanding of the situation in the Far 


East, but not a general study of the situation. $3.00 
March 28 
Abbe, Patience,Richard, Johnny NO PLACE LIKE HOME Messner 


The discerning and disconcerting Abbe children report on their 1939 trip 
to danger zones abroad with the same forthrightness and artful artlessness of their 
other books. The children are increasingly social minded, and there are plenty of 
opportunities to weigh the freedom and peace of America against the fascism and war of 
the totalitarian countries. Danzig, Berlin, Vienna, Budapest, Italy, France, London 
and home-such was their route. They talked with young and old, just escape arrest 
frequently, have a sharp @ye out for various and sundry. In impudent, candid manner, 
they comment on laws, schools, living conditions, food, and things they have seen for 
themselves. Out of the mouths of babes comes a good bit of unpalatable truth, though 
one wonders how consciously their precocious political views have been fostered. En- 
tertaining,but there's not the spontaneous effect of the first book. Better than the 
second. $2.00 
March 29 v 


Nakashian, Avedis A MAN WHO FOUND A COUNTRY Crowell 


This is such dramatic and colorful and unusual material that it seems a 
pity that it is not moreskillfully handled. Without being actually amateurish, it 
falls short of the professional touch, and loses thereby...An armenian, born in Turkey, 
educated in a missionary school, and given his chance to achieve his goal of medicine 
through the opportunity to go into the interior for a year of practical work with a 
doctor. Then his training, his gruesome experiences, his imprisonment and later em- 
ployment as an army surgeon during the war. Ends with arrival at Ellis Island. $2)75 


Maret F? iia 28 


Muggeridge, Malcolm THE SUN NEVER SETS Random House 


This might be called Englands Only Yesterday, but to the American reader, 

it is pretty stiff ploughing through marshalled facts of political detail and activity. 
Scattered throughout, of course, are events of national and international importance, 
there is some (scarce) anecdotal material, there is plenty of good quotable material, 
dry wit and apt turns of phrase, but on the whole, a lack of familiarity with the 
personnel and their governmental status makes this difficult for an American average 
reader to follow intelligently. The lastten years have been eventful, and this book 
reflects superficially, England's part in the pageant. $3.00 


Hellman, George S. BENJAMIN N. CARDOZO Whittlesey 


A man whose genius was the law ioes not lend himself too well to biography, 
for after all his own works in his own field are his best memorial. However, the 
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biographer has done a fair jcb for popular consumption, with distressingly little 
cooperation cn the part of those closestto Cardozo. Cut the bock in half, let Car- 
dozo's own charming notes, and varicus human bits about him carry the balance of 
weight, and it would be a better book. As it is, Cardozo emerges as the fine, like- 


able human being he was, but the legal aspects suffer substantially from inaccuracies. 
$3.50 


April 3 


Plenn, J. H. SADDLE IN THE SKY Bobbs—Merrill 


A newspaper reporter, at one time living in Texas, comes back to view 
the state again. He starts with El Pasco, and gets his start through Mister Pineapple, 
Mexican troubadour, owner of a curio shop, ex-pimp and one of the author's choicest 
and most colorful friends. He jumps from town to town, concentrating on the border 
and southwest, though Dallas, Houston, Wichita Falls, Tyler and a few others get 
brief mention. The whole tour, might be highlighted as a series of "belive-it-or-not's?’ 
incredible doings, with a grain of truth, but giving the effect of horns all round. 
Wild stories, cowboy songs, colorful expressions, a kind of "oddities of Texas", wild 
and woely and full of fleas. Texans certainly wont like it, and why should others be 
particularly interested? There is nohe of the flavor and balance of Carmer's books. 
Illustrated with pen and ink drawings and end paper may by Julian Muench. $2.75 


Announcing for April 3 


THE NEW EDITION OF THE PULITZER PRIZE PLAYS Random House 
Complete texts of 20 prize-winning plays from 1918 to 1939 inclusive. In- 
cludes for first time Our Town and Abe Lincoln in Illinois. $4.00 
April 4 
Auerbach, Joseph S. THE BAR OF OTHER DAYS Harper 


Appreciative memorials of lawyers now dead, with many leisurely digressions, 
references to points of law, with illustrations from individual cases, anecdotes and 
reminiscences of the men themselves. More a professional book than a layman's book. 

The style is somewhat suavely pompous, Includes such well known names as Elihu Root, 
Cardozo, Holmes, Choate, Cadwalader, Field, Evarts and others. High encomiums for his 


associates. Now connected with firm of Davies, Auerbach, Cornell and Hardy. $3.50 
April rf 2G Pee 

Roberts, Elizabeth Madox SONG IN THE MEADOW S i Viking 

* This volume of poems takes Elizabeth Madox Roberts back to her original 


medium, and one can only regret that she has neglected it so long. I found them de- 
lightful, with an elusive, fanciful touch rarely experienced. Throughout she shows 

a marked sense of rhythm, and anindigenous folk quality. The first group includes 
lyrics of Kentucky life, ballads and songs of rural life, with occasional love poems. 
The second group is more experimental; many, poems deal with the "war witch", the lean 
days, years of contemporary America, The third group has legends in rhyme, familiar 
and unfamiliar, and one remarkable piece of narrative virtuosity, Jack, the Giant 
Killer, A talented and distinctive collection. A rare treat in these days of medi- 
ocre verse. $2.00 
(Autographed edition of 150 numbered copies, buckram binding $8.00) 
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Arliss, George MY TEN YEARS IN THE STUDIOS a » Ke Little,Brown 
. Double claim to fame- the Arliss' fans, of whom I happen to be one, and 


the public that want to read about the movies. He liked the place, the people, the 
work; he tells of his introduction to talking pictures, his conviction that he would 
return to the legitimate stage, and the outcome - ten years on the screen. His var- 
ious pictures and how they came to be made (five of them in England). Emphasis on 
the routine of picture making, his subsequent holidays, his lack of adventures, and 
the people he knew, - the Warner brothers, William Archer, Winthrop Ames, Darryl 
Zanuck, and the fellow actors and actresses. An engaging book, with tongue-in-cheek 


MNaivete, and with some deliberate understatement in regard to his own contribution to 


pictures. $3.50 


April 15 
Pearce, T. M. THE BELOVED HOUSE Caxton 


This is not a biography of Mary Hunter Austin, but an interpretation 
of the character of her genius as evidenced in her writings. She was significant 
not only for her literary achievements but for her championship of American background 
material, of folk themes. Professor Pearce hails her as medicine woman, as prophetess, 
poetess, story teller, feminist, woman of genius. He traces her baekgrounds ana her 
wanderings, her achievements and her failures, and he ends on a note of eulogy. $3.50 


2. es iO. 4 


Chace, Linwood Oy LOOK AT YLIFE Chau inn FE tea ae, 2G Knopf 
’ V % % i ; oat ff ‘ Pp 
* A beautiful picture book of photographs for all ages. Here are pictures 


of raceoons, rabbits, squirrels, skunks, bats, warblers, sparrows, bluebirds, hawks, 
butterflies, spiders, beetles, wasps, dragon flies, frogs, toads, snakes, etc.. Fam- 
iliar animals of almost every dooryard, caught in appealing poses. The captions are 
short and engaging supplements to the pictures, and together they produce sympathy 

for the animal life around us. A lovely book for country dwellers; while city dwell- 
ers should have it to bring to the library table. Photographer well known in his 
field. $3.50 ~ 


April 13 
Chamberlin, William Kenry THE CONFESSIONS CF AN INDIVIDUALIST Macmillan 


Japan Over Asta led me to expect more of this correspondent in his own 
personal story, and I found it disappointing. Almost any record of the twenty years 
he spent in Europe and Asia contains substance of vital interest; it is a thoughtful 
and sincere book, a book of adventures in ideas rather than personalities, but the 
writing lacks the vital quality one has come to expect, and the comments do not seem 
to be sufficiently penetrating to give any new contribution. He went to Russia as a 
sympathizer, and underwent progressive disillusionment - but Lyons has done that better. 
He gives us comparisons between communism and Naziism; he discusses Japan and Sino- 
Japanese controversies; he defends individualism against the related autocracies of 
Russia, Germany and Italy. (Chamberlin has been correspondent for the Monitor. ) 

$3.00 


germ: oi & 
Flexner, Helen Thomas A QUAKER CHILDHOOD 1871-1888 : j a Yale 
Striking contrast to Mencken's Baltimore childhood, is this picture of the 
first seventeen years in the life of the daughter of a Quaker doctor. There is a 
certain and inevitable primness, immense piety, concentrated devotionto mother, a 
more normal relationship with a volatile father, and relatives galore who cause much 
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discussion within the family circle (the Whittalis, the Thomases, the Pearsall Smiths, 
and other familiar names}. There's a European trip. There are Quaker meetings and 
contacts with various phases of the creed, strict adherence to which brought Helen 
Thomas (later mrs. Simon Flexner) much unhappiness. The publishers are counting on 
some impetus to sales from Mencken's picture of a Baltimore childhood - perhaps for 
its very contrasts. Sut I can't see any comparative market. This has a homely, human 


quality, almost a "Little Women" note, which should appeal to those seeking authentic 


facets of American life a generation and more ago. $3.00 
y 
April 26 WnP4 j 
Haldane, J. S. ADVENTURES OF A BIOLOGIST Harper 


Another popular book in the scientific field. But it is a scientist at- 
tempting to popularize his stuff for laymen, and in spite of a certain interest in the 
subject (good air, bad air, supplying air to a deepsea aiver, etc.) it is on the whole 
rather mediocre. Not, as the title leads one to bélieve, a collection of personal 
scientfic adventures, mainly autobiographical, but a hodge podge of scientific arti- 
cles, lectures and radio talks. He discusses the weather, life, death, protoplasm, 
hemophilia, human biolO8y and politics, biology and town planning, the Marxist phi- 


losophy and the predictions of the next 33 years. $808 
2S 
April 19 
Abbe, George WAIT FOR THESE THINGS Holt 


Simple lyrics written with ease and sensitivity, but not outstanding. The 
poems fall into four groups, the first giving the index to the prevailing tone. They 
deal with the nature world, rural New England at large. Love poems form the second 
section, then portraits of a New England town, finally a few on current social ills 


and war. Graceful-fluid-not remarkable- $2.00 
April 23 e 
Herbert, A. P. GENERAL CARGO » CK Doubleday, Doran 


A.P. Herbert always has something to say and a knack of saying it entertain- 
ingly, this collection of bits of verse (mostly humorous)and prose, sheer entertain- 
ment, critical commentary, ponderings on the ways of life, cryptic passages on matters 
political and social, satire, the Mr. Mafferty bits (an English kr. Dooley) - this 
collection, I am afraid, wont enhance his reputation with the average American reader. 
You must know your England and know your Herbert to appreciate the fine points of most 
of it, for it is very, very English in its specific qualities and its general at- 
mosphere. Sell to your Anglophiles, but expect a limited market generally. $2.00 








Lamb, Harold THE MARCH OF TES BARBARIANS Doubleday,Doran 


* This is top notch escape reading. It carries one back to the so-called dark 
ages, when Asia flaunted a civilization far exceeding the western nations, when men 
on horseback swayed empires. The first quarter of the book builds up a vivid and color- 
ful picture of the early history of these nomuds of Asia's steppes; then comes in full- 
er detail, the story of Genghis-Khan, the interim period when his power was disputed 

by his sons and grandsons, following his death. Then the reign of Mangu-Khan, and the 
brilliant reign of Kubilai-kKhan, the influence of the tribes on Europe, and the gradu- 
al recession. Legend and story and history skillfully interwoven, and told with such 
a ring of authenticity that one feels it is all true. A contribution to scholarship 
and at the same time a book which should appeal to adventure-loving boys. $4+60 
2 9< 
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Raine, William MacLeod GUNS OF THE FRONTIER Houghton, Mifflin 


* True stories of the lawless West by a man well know for his western fic- 
tion. Here is the source material, drawn from actual records in Arizona, Texas, Cali- 
fornia, Montana, Colorado, Nevada, the Morthwest and Oklahoma. The old familiars are 
there, Jesse James, Billy the Kid, and so on. There are stage coach holdups, cattle 
thieves, bank robbers, hired gunmen, train robbers. And there are the agencies for 
peace, some of which ran amuck themselves,-rangers, vigilantes, peace marShals. It 
is grand entertainment - now that it is past rr popular with men readers. $3.00 
| 


April # 
Mins, Henry & Eugenia YOUR HOUS? IN THE COUNTRY Simon & Schuster 


This is a thoroughly practical handbook for any city dweller propesing to 
build or rebuild a country house. It is an excellent how-to-do book, combining fea- 
tures of other handbooks on First Aid to the Atling House, More House for your Money, 
an@: cooking books. There is virtually no personal experience - so for those who want 
the commonséNMse approach to the country house problem, not garnished with any story 
element, this is their dish. Henry Mins is, I believe, an architect; his enthusiasm 
naturally leans towards building a new house, and onthat he is at his best. The em- 
phasis is on planning the project, the uctual building - rather than the details of 
furnishing, decorating and living in it once it is built. Speaking from experience, 

I can recommend the book for the soundness of its philosophy and the value of its hints. 


Illustrated with humorous drawings, plans and diagrams by the authors. $2700 
1-4 
Late Comers - wore Than we Ltke To Include - But - 
Published 
Jackson, Percival E. LOC«K AT THE LAW Dutton 


"The law is what the layman makes it" says the author, and proceeds to ex- 
amine the layman's criticisms - too much law, too uncertain, too rigid, too technical, 
too hypocritical, toc slow, too dishonest, too expensive. Judges are corrupt, witnesses 
lie, etc. etc.. Whys and wherefores and possible remedies, a plea for a middle course, 
clear, less revolutionary and controversial than Woe Unto You LawversIntended for the 
layman but lawyers should find it interesting. ; $2.75 


Rosvall, Toivo FINLAND Land of Heroes Dutton 


A pleasing, personal preview of Finland by an American born of Finnish 
parents. Historical background nicely woven with legends, temperament of the peeple, 
and a leisurely sketch of the towns, cities and countryside, through which the author 
travels. Finland is in the limelight -but how many are willing to sit down to a book 
which may already be tragically dated. I could wish there were more of the economic 
factors, the elements iu the relations with Russia that are involved. $2.50 


Moult , Thomas ~ selected by THE BEST POEMS OF 1939 Harcourt, Brace 


An aniual - and this time it seems to be drawn from pretty arid land. 
Seventy five poems, reprinted from magazines in English speaking countries. $2.00 
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Published 


Grabbe, Paul WE CALL IT HUMAN NATURE Harper 


This book is an attempt to describe and explain psychology for the layman, 
by picture, diagram and text. Reflexes and their mechanisms, drives, competition and 
maternal; feeling, conditioning, suggestion, the brain at work, remembering, forgetting, 
heredity and .environment, neuroses, psychoses and psychoanalysis. I should imagine 
that the beginner would find it a good opening wedge, whereas the student of psychol- 
ogy would rather explain existing things by psychology, than hunt facts to illustrate 
the theories. The picture and diagran sethod ig Grabbe's; the psychological material 
is drawn from Gardner Murphy's A Briefer General Psychology. $2.00 


Gunther, John INSIDE EUROPE 1940 War Edition Harper 


i Revised, reset, with 90,000 additional words, bringing it up to the in- 
vasion of Finland. See Feb. 3rd issue P.W. for trade-in allowance plan. $3.50 


Latham, Robert IMPROVE YOUR BUSINESS LETTERS Bruce Humphries 


An excellent handbook for any sort of business house or office. Covers 
the basic principles, in up-t%the-minute form:- mechanical set-up and good taste, 
types of letters, correction of inaccuracies, misuse of terms, questionable form, etc. 
Good advice on psychological approach of selling letters, dunning letters, etc. $2.00 


Von Hagen, Wolfgang ECUADOR THE UNKNOWN Oxford 


Not a guidebook or treatise but a thorough limning of the country and 
islands, presented by a writer who has an eye for unusual detail and the gift of mak- 
ing his findings colorful and interesting. Based on two and a half years in Ecuador 
and the Galapagos Islunds, for the Darwin 100th anniversary and for study of insect 
life. An intimate picture of the country, the result of personal knowledge of cities, 
villages and travel throughout. Illustrated. $3.50 


Auden, W. H. ANOTHER TIME Random House 


I am quite encouraged with my intellectual development - or perhaps Auden, 
since applying for citizenship, has slipped down to my level. Whatever the cause, I 
actually understood most of the poetry in this collection, and liked it. For that very 
increase of clarity and humanness, this may be a less popular Auden with the fans. A 
new collection of poetry, personal verse dealing with places, people, events,songs of 


performance and a miscellany of moods and commentary. This will be an Auden first. 
$2.00 


Stern, Philip Van Doren, THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN Random House 
ed. 


Nevins has written an introductory note,- "Lincoln in his Writings" for 
this first one volume collection of Lincoln papers. Up to now they have been scattered 
through many volumes, and here they are accessible in easily located, annotated form, 
with explanatory notes, for quick identification. The survey of Lincoln's life, which 
takesup the first quarter of the book, is very well done. $3.75 


Lasser, J. K. YOUR INCOME TAX 1940 Edition Simon & Schuster 


An annual which I don't need to report, but I did want to commend the in- 


creased simplicity of its use, the inclusion of up to the very last changes, and to call 
$1.00 


attention to the plan for keeping "subscribers" up to the minute through 1940. 
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February 19 


Potter, David-Rear Admiral SAILING THE SULU SEA Dutton 
Belles and Bandits in the Philippines: 1899-1900 


Good old days stuff, with something of the Rover Boys' flavor, though who 
am I to doubt a seadog of forty years standing. It sounds like youngsters having a 
Richard Harding Davis sort of fling:- search for a gun runner, derringdo of the Navy 
men, adventures in Borneo, Mindanao, tales of escaped convicts, of native chieftains, 
Spanish parties, etc. $3.00 


Spivak, John L. SHRIN& OF THE SILVER DOLLAR Modern Age 


| After reading this expose (if one was needed) of Father Coughlin, one 
wonders on which of many grounds he will meet his Waterloo. He is a proven dissemi- 
nator of Fascist propaganda, a builder of Fascist organization, a financial charlatan, 
a defrauder of the mails, a speculator with other people's money. The evidence is 
presented, and the tie-up with Ford and the Fascists overseas conclusively proved. 
$2.00 


February 21 
Freeman, Ellis CONQUERING THE MAN IN THK STREET Vanguard 


An analysis of the European campaign of propaganda, particularly in 
Germany, as a case study which we can then mse as a basis for surveying the propaganda 
at home. He studies the best methods of getting things across, the basie principles 
of group behavior, the forces at work in this country on both sides of the problem. 
The bock is excellent reading and the psychological aspects are sound. It should give 
the man interested in politics a new slant, an understanding of the game of politics. 
And it should prove fascinating reading to anyone who likes to see what makes the 
wheels of our emotional - and intellectual - reactions go round. $3.50 


February 23 
Gogarty, Oliver St. John GOING NATIVE Duell,Sloan & Pearce 


Thinly veiled once more as fiction, Gogarty continues his autobiography, 
This time it is the English who are under fire. It is a Van Vechtenish sort of thing. 
As "Ouseley" he takes Yeats' command to heart, goes to England. The vicar, the shift- 
partners marital circle, a wedding, a long week end, the stately homes, their owners 
and their servants, social codes, eccentricities, perverted gallantry, clubs, pubs, 
and fairs - some witty, some dullish, some reminiscent, most of it self-conscious and 
egotistical. Gogarty has built a certain reputation in his speaking schedule across 
the country. If he has been to your town, you should have a market for this. $3.00 


February of 


Tschiffely, A. F. THIS WAY SOUTHWARD Norton 
A Journey through Patagoniaand Tierra del Fuego 


. The author of the famous Ride dispenses with Mancha and Gato to continue 
his personal explorations of the southern part of South america, from Buenos Aires to 
Lake Fagnano and back up the eastern side of the Andes, with side trips into the moun- 
tains and the interior, into Chile and back. Grand stuff, with one who can get the 
inside dope. He can enter the humblest of Indian encampments, no one gives him the 
cold shoulder. He travels by Ford, he uses horses, he writes of Welsh settlements, of 
the southernmost tip and those who livethere, of the law, the people, etc. Not up to 
the Ride for sheer excitement, but it is vigorous, colorful and new. Note change in 
publisher from Simon & Schuster. $3.50 
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February 27 

Stewart, George W. & I HAVE A BOOK George W. Stewart 

Eleanor Warren 


Hat's off to the most original way of forestalling any adverse comments on 
the emergence of another new publisher (though George Stewart is known to the trade 
already, from Whittlesey days). Here he issues as the first book on his list, con- 
clusive arguments to show that there's always room for another book. He Shows books as an 
essential part of living, and makes practical suggestions as to where they fit into 
every room. He so exactly reflects my own feeling that I'm all for it, And it might 
almost pay booksellers to use this little volume as a greeting (and advertisement) to 
newcomers in a community! $ .50 


February 26 
Birchall, Frederick T. THE STORM BREAKS Viking 


Good coverage, sound reporting, but not personalized enough to strike a 
new note in a field where so many are before him. To be sure, Birchall outstayed them 
all in the gathering storm, but unfortunately he has not given as dramatic a picture 
of his experiences as one could have wished. As foreign correspondent for the N. Y. 
Times he spent eight of Europe's most critical years in the thick of things. The 
focus of his story is almost wholly on Germany and the ramifications of her ambitions, 
and he carries through to the attack on Poland, with the rapid annihilation of a 
country. There he has it - so far - over the other "we-saw-it-happen boys", and on 
this the news value of his book must rest, $3.00 


And finally - a tip from one of our subscribers 


"There goes to you under separate cover, a book locally published. It is of such ex- 
cellence and has had such a wonderful sale here, that it occurred to me it might be 
worthy of some notice on the part of your organization." T. Albert Hooper, Salt Lake 
City. 


Brandley, Elsie Talmage HELLO LIFE! Stevens & Wallis 


A collection of material, the result of a number of years of successful 
newspaper columns, I gather, which has an inspirationa] quality that is worth passing 
along. There are some poems, well above average excellence, there are random bits of 
philosophy which will find an echo with many readers, there are editorials, seasonal, 
inspirational, some of strong spiritual nature (and some dealing with the Latter Day 
Saints). It is the kind of book that, obviously, has a greater appeal in Salt Lake 


City than elsewhere, but which I personally, found gave me a lift on a hard day. 
$1.50 
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MEA CULPA! 


No we've not set up a White House jurisdiction on Lent. 
We just never caught the date error in the copy sent us. 
Ash Wednesday was February 7th not 1qgth. We'll do better 
hereafter and special inserts for promotion will be in- 
cluded in a mid-month bulletin instead of a ist of the 
month bulletin. 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Coward McCann 
Wood, J. We. -— AIRPORTS - from 3/18 to 7/? 


Crowell 
Bristow, Gwen - THIS SIDE OF GLORY - from 3/22 to 3/20 


Johh Day 


» 2. 


53 


39 


Washburne, Carleton - A LIVING PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION —- from 2/15 to 3/21 46 


Farrar & Rinehart 
Kozik, Francis - THE GREAT DEBUREAU - from 2/28 to 3/4 
Malmberg, Bertil - AXE AND HIS WORLD - from 3/4 to 3/14 


Harper 
Batchelor, B. —- THE NEW OUTLOOK IN BUSINESS - from 2/2 to 2/20 
Cummings, H. I. - TENNIS AS A HOBBY - from $1.75 to $1.50 


Houghton Mifflin 
Robertson, E. A. — SUMMER'S LEASE - from 3/5 to 3/26 


Lippincott 
Johnson, Osa - I MARRIED ADVENTURE - from 2/28 to 3/3 
Olson, A. Le - SCANDINAVIA - from 2/14 to 2/21 
Parker, Eric - ANTHOLOGY OF THE BIBLE - from $3.50 to $3.00 


Little Brown 
Haycox, Ernest - SADDLE AND RIDE - from 3/3 to 4/10 


Prentice Hall 
Spaeth, S. -—- BARBER SHOP BALLADS - from 2/19 to 3/18 


Random House 
Genevoix, M. - THE LAST HUN? —- from 2/29 to 3/27 


Scribner 
Kamal, A. — LAND WITHOUT LAUGHTER - from $3.50 to $3.00. Definite date 
3/25 
Weld, J. - DON'T YOU CRY FOR ME - Definite date 3/25 
Weston, C. -—- BE THOU THE BRIDE - Definite date 3/18 


Stokes 
Welfe, Bertram D. - DEATHLESS DAYS - Fublication canceled. 


Viking 
Greene, Graham - THE LABYRINTHINE WAYS - Definite date 3/15 
Levin, Meyer - CITIZENS - from 3/22 to 3/25 
Wade, Mason - MARGARET FULLER - from 3/? to 4/8 
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February 15, 1940 





March 1 - Knight, Eric - THE HAPPY LAND (Harper) 
Richter, Conrad ~ THE TREES (Knopf) Book Cf The Month Club Selection 
Winwar, Frances - OSCAR WILDE AND THE YELLOW NINETIES (Harper ) 


@ THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - MARCH IST TO 15th 





38 
17 
24 


Wright, Richard - NATIVE SON (Harper) Book Of The Month Club Selection 549 


March 4 ~- gozik, Francis - THE GREAT DZSUREAU (Farrar & Rinehart) 


March 5 - Burnett, W. Kk. - HIGH SIERRA (Knopf) 
Jones, Nard - SWIFT FLOWS THE RIVER (Dodd Mead) 
Wylie, I. A. Re —- MY LIFE WITH GEORGE (Random House) 


March 5 - Gardner, Erle Stanley - THE CASE OF TH# BAITED HOOK (Morrow) 


Johnson, Osa - I MARRIED ADVENTURE (Lippincott) 
Taber, Gladys - HARVEST AT STILLMEADOW (Little Brown) 


March 7 — Fuess, Claude - CALVIN CCOLIDGE 


Hoffman, Ruth & Helen - OUR ARABIAN NIGHTS (Carrick & Evans) 


(Little Brown) 


Johnstone, Nancy -— HOTEL Ih FLIGHT (Longmans Green) 


March 8 ~ Chubb, T. C. -— ARETINO (Reynal & Hitchcock) 


Gelhorn, Martha - A STRICK=N FIELD (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 


Swinnerton, Frank - THE TWO WIVES (Doubleday, Doran) 


March 11 - Blake, Eleanor - DEATH DOWN #AST (Putnam) 
Dyer, George - THE PEOPLE ASK DEATH (Scribner) 
| © Coolidge, Dane - YACQUI DRUMS (Dutton) 


March 12 - Rice, Craig - THE CORPS= STEPS OUT (Simon & Schuster) 


| March 14 - Beatty, Jerome -— AMERICANS ALL 


OVER (John Day) 


Boyle, «ay - THE CRAZY HUNTER (Harcourt Brace) 


Please Add These Titles To Your 


February 15th fo 


February 19 - Stokes, T. Le. — CHIP OF? MY 


February 26 - Taylor, Fhoebe Atwood - THs 


February 29 - 








Bolster, Svelyn - MORNING SHOWS THE DAY (Vanguard) 


Hdarch ast Calendar 


SHCULDER (Princeton University Press) 


CRIMINAL C.O.D. 


(Norton) 


Tschiffely, A. F. - THIS WAY SOUTEWARD (Norton) 


Lyons, fugene - STALIN, CZAR OF A1LL THE RUSSIAS (Lippincott) 
"Simenon" - THE PATIENCE OF MAIGRET (Harcourt Brace) 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: - No. 2 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Dalgliesh, Alice & Maloy, Lois WOODEN SHOES IN AMERICA Scribner 


* This fits into the series which includes America Begins and America Builds 
Homes and each title has been better than its predecessor. This new one is a picture 
story book of Dutch life in early colonial days in Manhattan. There are the wind- 
mills and the tulips, there is the market, there are school days and play hours, sing- 
ing school and’church, skating and games, Dutch children are shown taking serious part | 
in the everyday work, such as the great spring washing. And the serious round is : 
broken by holidays and festivals, characteristic of the people. A readable text, | 
somewhat more than expanded captions, and charming illustrations in delft blue and : 


line and in gay postery color. Good content material and a picture book quality too. 
(3/4) $1.75 








Darrel, David BOO BABOON Scribner ( 





A nonsense tale of the baboon who manOeuvred a bit in order to save Lis 
precious shoes (which were too small for him) and to getthe picnic food from the other 
animals for himself. Served him right that in the end he could not eat the straw- 


berry ice cream at the picnic. Pictures in blacks and greens - offset process (3/4) 
$1.50 
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Milhous, Katherine LOVINA Scribner 


This fits between the picture story book and the read aloud book age 
groups. So use your discretion in placing it. The brief texttells the story of the 
successive accidents by which the cherished set of dishes belonging to an Amish family 
was destroyed. The story is of secondary interest to the sound factual and authentic { 


background of costume and decoration, in the gay, almost stencil designs on every page. f 
The author worked on the Index of American Design in Pennsylvania. (3/11) $1.50 | 

i! 
Martin, Ben ALFRED <P tool Simon & Schuster F 


Yes, he's fun, but the humor is a bit adult, I think. Alfred is a dach- 
shund whose ambition is to be a trained seal. He goes about it in an amusing way, and 
proves a dismal flop. And his girl friend didn't like the idea anyhow. The pictures 
are better than the story. (3/29) $1.00 
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Wagstaff, Hester THE DOINGS OF DICKY DAW Coward, McCann 





The story of a jackdaw that fell out of a nest.and became the children's 
pet. The drawings are worked in with the text, so that the book might be used as a 
primer or read aloud with the child following the pictures. (3/18) $1.50 
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Walker, Challis THREE AND THREE Coward, McCann 


Nonsense morality tale, told and illustrated by a well-known sculptor. A 
rabbit, a dachshund and a cow get themselves all tangled up in their wishes to be 
something else, and emerge as a Grabbit, a Duckhund and a Cowl - and find the old 
way the best way, after all. It is becoming a somewhat shopworn pattern for a story, 


but this has an original twist to it and the linoleum block prints are fun. (3/11) 
$1.00 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6 - 9) 
Dunbar, Paul Laurence LITTLE BROWN BABY Dodd, Mead 


This is a selection of those poems of the famous Negro poet that children 
most enjoy. The majority of them are in dialect, which almost demands reading aloud 
by someone who can make the most of the lilt and music of the words and rhythm. There 
is a story quality in many of them that is particularly appealing to children. Bertha 
Rodgers, who has made the selection, has provided a biographical sketch, and Erick 
Berry has done delightful sketches. One could wish there had been more of them so 
that they need not to have been repeated. Age appeal spans early years and up. (2/20) 


$1.50 
Leaf, Munro MORE WATCHBIRDS Stokes 
* The watchbirds have succeeded the goops with todays children. Manners and 


morals taught by nonsense pictures and exaggeration, but none the less taught. This 
second volume is more grown-up in the choice of sins than the first one which was for 
very little children. This disposes of the nailbiter, the bully, the tattletale, the 


scary, the wont wash, the butter-in, the squawker, the smasher and so on. (3/14) 
$1.00 


Quiroga, Horacie SOUTH AMERICAN JUNGLE TALES Dodd, Mead 


Most of the animals in this collection of jungle folk tales, have dealings 
with humans, sometimes friendly dealings, sometimes the reverse. They vary in matter 
and manner; some are humorous, some almost scientific, some sheer fairy tales. The 


translation may account for a somewhat amateurish quality that hurts them. (Publ. ) 
$1.75 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 
Austin, Margot ONCE UPON A SPRINGTIME Scribner 


I thought Moxie and Ranty and Bunty a rather insignificant story; and I am 
afraid I feel ~ good deal the same way about this sequel, though I liked the pictures 
better. This is disigned as an Easter story, with Easter eggs and bunnies and guinea 
pigs. Then come the goats and trouble, until the goats are sent off to a ranch where 
they can eat brush instead of roses. Pictures in color and line. (3/18) $1.00 


Boyd, Elizabeth Mifflin, with ALL ABOUT DAVID Winston 
Tony Sarg pictures 
This is just another pleasant little book, composed of a series of incidents 
in everyday life. From field sports to farm life, from Hallowe'en to mid winter. 
Conpenpece adventures, with insufficient detail for the inquiring youngster. $1.50 
u-} 
Nolen, Eleanor Weakley A JOB FOR JEREMIAH Oxford 


* I liked A Shipment for Susannah (Nelsmpublished it) and I like the sequel. 
Jeremiah was a small brother to Susannha, and he, too, lived at Mt. Vernon when 
Washington was still "General Washington." Through small Jeremiah's search for a job 
he liked, you see the plantation at work - building, blacksmithing, carpentry, shoe- 
making, caring for horses, dairying, milling flour - and gardening where he found him- 
self. (3/7) $1.00 
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Quigg, Jane BETSY GOES A-VISITING Oxford 


A might-be-true story of an eight year old child who goes to West Hartford 
to pay a long visit to her great aunt. All the things that make up her days, as she 
gradually becomes one of the crowd, the animals that were taken. in as members of the 
household, the "club" and the museum, and the way the children raised money by sell- 
ing pumpkins. One of these episodic stories of real children, without any actual 
plot but a better one than the average. Illustrated by Decie Merwin. (3/7). $2.00 


Shirk, Jeannette C. MR. BAXTER'S DANDELION GARDEN Dutton 


A nonsense story of a man whose passion for a garden produced nothing but 
dandelions, until an elephant came along whose passion for dandelions made it possible 
to plant other sorts of flowers where he uprooted the weeds. Absurd story, with il- 
lustrations in line that fit the text admirably. (Published) $1.50 


Stratton, Elenore THE WILD PASTURE Harper 


The book is too unreal and too pretty-pretty for my hard-boiled taste, per- 
haps. But it seems to me that the casual way in which a little girl runs away from 
home, spends the night in a wild pasture, apparently feels no fear, and is apparently 
forgotten by her parents scarcely makes a credible story. And the delicate fragility 
of color and drawing in the pictures by Weda Yap are equally unreal. (3/1)\“ $1.50 sue 


Tousey, Sanford THE TWIN CALVES Whitman 


A ranch story of two children who adopt two calves as their own. They spoil 
the rose garden, they drink the cream, they eat the young corn; but they give the 
youngsters a lot of fun and a good deal of initiative comes to the front as they 
learn to harness and to ride the young steers, and to drive them in a chariot race at 
the barbecue. Realistic picture of ranch life by someone who knows. (3/25) $1.00 


Welles, Winifred THE PARK THAT SPRING FORGOT Dutton 


A fanciful story with a good deal of charm. Dennis a cop and small Tillie 
the schoolgirl were much concerned because Spring had passed over their own bit of a 
park, So they consulted the milk wagon horse, the flower wagon horse, the gulls and 
the pigeons and the statae of the man for whom the park was named-and finally set the 
ball rolling which didn't bring Spring back but rushed the park into Summer. A city 
story, written by a poet and illustrated by Marion Downer in black and white with a 
gay, Springlike jacket in color. (Published) $1.50 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 


Strack, Lilian Holmes CROSSING CANADA Harper 


* An excellent account of a trip from Seattle to Halifax, which will give all 
ages a better picture of Canada than the majority of adult books on the subject. By 
boat, by motor, by bus, by train,a mother and two children from California learn to 
know intimately our nearest neighbor. Victoria, Vancouver and the water ways; across 
British Columbia, alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, the Gaspe, Prince 
Edward Island, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia — and each province becomes an entity, with 
its characteristic geography, its means of livelihood, its cities and countryside, its 
mountains and lakes and woods and streams. One gets a sense of the people and the 
characteristics of each unit, one learns something of their history, and one has - 

at the end - a fuller picture of Canada than any geography could give it. Particu- 
larly good for young readers living across the border in the U. S. (3/24) $2.00 
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STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - lz's - Fre 
de la Mare, Walter - editor ANIMAL STORIES Scribner 
* This promises to be a valuable book for library shelves and school libra- 


ies as well as for nursery bookcases for many years to come. Through fifty stories 
and verses, spanning the period of children's literature and folk lore from Aesop to 
the present, Walter de la Mare has succeeded in giving one a sense of following the 
changing pattern and yet holding the thread of continuity. The stories chosen are in 
only a few instances the hackneyed selection you would expect. There's a freshness to 
them, and yet at the same time a sense of being rooted in the lore of the countries and 
people from which they spring, that gives thempermanent value. And individually, they 
are good stories. Algernon Blackwood and John Masefield represent the moderns. The 
illustrations are 17th century woodcuts - a bit too "quaint" for appreciation by the 
average child, but interesting to the adult. Good material for story tellers. And 
the introduction makes it a real contribution to critical commentary. (3/4) $2.50 


Finger, Charles J. GOLDEN TALES FROM FAR AWAY Winston 


Miscellany of tales, with varying appeal, varying backgrounds. The majori- 
ty seem Latin American in origin, there are a few Indian andCanalian tales. Many are 
fairly conventional in theme and handling and few have much distinction. It is hard 
to ferret out any particular reason for the collection. [Illustrated by Helen Finger. 
The Finger name is good for substantial sales to public libraries. (84+) __ $2.00 

4-15 
Hull, Katharine & OXUS IN SUMMER Macmillan 
Whitlock, Pamela 


This is the third of the Oxus series, and again we meet the Hunterlys on 
vacation in Exmoor, and again we meet the mysterious Maurice, whose identity is still 
a secret. On foot and on horseback, they manage to roll up a good array of adventures, 
which range from scavenger hunt, sheep herding contest, ferreting, rescuing a lost foal, 


an auction, and a wind-up in a fire and the escape of the elusive Maurice. (2/20) 
$2.00 ~~ 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - lz's 


Flagg, Elisha Jr. ROOKIE Whitman 
Flagg, James Montgomery, illus. 


This is not really a juvenile, either in vocabulary or in anecdotal style. 
Rookie was a wire haired terrier; this is the record of his mischief, the sort of es- 
capades that a proud and fond owner would enjoy recounting to his friends. However, 
the Flag¢ name may still be good for sales. And you may make them in the adult depart- 
ment, where almost any friendly small book on a dog will sell. (3/25) $1.00 


Patch, Edith M. & PRAIRIE NEIGHBORS Macmillan 
Fenton, Carroll Lane 


This series of nature books contains a vast amount of information in not 
too saccharine a form. Although there are stories - slightly fictionized - about the 
animals and wild creatures selected, they are authentic in factual content, and through 
the stories you get a good range of information about life inwmtever medium is se- 
lected (meadow, woodland, swamp, stream etc.) Now with Prairie Neighbors, a neglect- 
ed part of our country comes into its own, with stories of birds, animals, insects 
characteristic of the ct egg Sta is a good bibliography suggesting further materi- 


al for nature study. (3/12) $1. 
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FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 


Bowman, James Cloyd MYSTERY MOUNTAIN | Whitman 


Two 12-year old girls are instrumental in solving the mysterious history of 
a huge deserted house overlookingLake Superior. Good suspense, an atmosphere of the 
occult, eerie beauty of setting and homespun quality of characterization. A grand yarn, 
packed with excitement, swiftly paced and well written. Fills a real need. $1.75 


Evans, Edna Hoffman BILL AND THE BIRD BANDER Winston 


Written as fiction, it is actually thinly veiled and rather stolid factual 
material on the habits of a representative number of Florida's 130 odd summer birds. 
An ornithologist provides endless sporadic information about birds, but it is too 
unorganized to serve as field guide or reference. Limited in appeal. $1.50 


Friedrich, Irma THE SEPARATED ISLAND - ~Messner 
One Summer at Martha's Vineyard 


To ardent Vineyardites, Chappaquiddick is a heaven on earth, and this is a 
story about two mid-western children who come east to spend a summer with their grand- 
parents on the island. They find that life isn't all a rosy dream, and they take on 
their share of the problems with ardor, and make a big contribution to saving the farm 
for the old folks. A pleasant story, without any dominant theme, for those who like 
family stories. (3/7) $2.00 


Schurtz, James Willard SHORT BOW'S RIG MEDICINE Houghton, Mifflin 


I found this pretty dull reading, a long drawn out story of the battle a 
white trader made against the overwhelming acceptance of belief in the power of a 
love spell. Tribal wars, economic upsets, all hung on the relations between the 
power ot Short Bow and his medicine to conquer the girl of another tribe who hated and 
feared him. The period was towards the end of the buffalo herds; the place, near the 
Missouri. Authentic enough in background, but = slow story. (——_ 52.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Won-ficttion 
Daugherty, Sonia WINGS OF GLORY Oxford 


The Bible story of Davis is retold here with a full background of the peri- 
od and the customs of the time. It makes a good hero tale, with color and drama. and 
adventure, and the author has handled the characters and relations of Samuel and Saul 
and Michal and Abigail with David, the central figure, admirably. David emerges as 
perhaps too flawless, viewed from an adult study of the historical facts, but that is 
a bit beyond the needs of the early teens, and this helps make one period of the Old 
Testament come alive as something more than a Sunday School story. Illustrated by 
James Daugherty. Suggest as Easter gift or Sunday School Lenten prize. (3/21) $2.50 


Gann, Ernest kK. SKY RCADS Crowell 


* | From swashbuckling to science - the changing viewpoint towards aviation, 
within the field and without. The secret of flight in the shape of the wings, what 
makes planes go. A primer of the construction elements, of the interior equipment, of 
the instrument board, of the principles of flying. Discussion of weather, of air lane 
regulations and protection, of radio. Pilots - requirements, training, testing. Pas- 
senger liners today. Details of a flight from call to goal. Fully illustrated. 


ation 32.00 
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Van Gelder, Robert MARJORY FLEMING: The Youngest Gmius Dodd, Mead 


* This may create some confusion in readers' minds, unless they are familiar 
with Marjory Fleming's original Journals. Those Journals are much better known through 
praise of them sung by Sir Walter Scott, by Stewensgon,‘andSwinburne and Dr. John Brown 
and Mark Twain than by actual familiarity with the substance of the Journals them- 
selves. Robert Van Gelder has taken Marjory out of her own setting, seen her as a 
fascinating, stormy, vivid personality and made her the heroine of a story of his own, 
which might have taken place, since such things happened in those days of the early 19th 
century, when England and Scotland and France were still at daggers drawn. Much of the 
material from the diary is brought, quite naturally, into his story. It should create 
interest in the source from which he kas taken his child hervine. Line drawings by 
Rese Chavanne illustrate the text. (3/7) $2.00 


FIETEEN AND UP - Fiction 
D 
Kelly, Eric P. N TUE STAKE PLAIN Macmillan 


* Good adventure yarn, rather oblique in the telling, but effective nonethe- 
less. As good and better than the majority cf the Westerns written for adult consump-— 
tion. The story of a Texan lawyer's daughter who yearned to be a detective, and who 
persuaded her father to let her unearth some unfinished cases from old files. She 
found one to her liking, and thereupon stirred up a regular hornet's nest. There is 
mystery and excitement aplenty before the case is once again closed. It takes several 
throwbacks to the original story, fifty years back, to fit all the pieces of the puzzle 
together, but they emerge finally as a convincing yarn. [Illustrated by Harve Stein. 


(3/12) 32.00 


2] ; 
FIFTEEN AND UP - Non fiction 
Hall, Anna Gertrude NANSEN Viking 
* (I have reported this twice already, and am almost afraid to say that this 


time it is really coming through and wi]. be a Junior Guild choice for Spring). fx- 
cellent biography of the Norwegian Arctic hero, whose farthest North won loyal follow- 
ers of all ages the world around, and who was the first white man to cross the Green- 
land ice pack, and tc make a science of oceanography. A great man, 2 great scien 
tist, a great diplomat and statesman, a great world figure. As High Commissioner of 
Refugees, he established certain standards of handling the problem followed today. 

A fine book, with a wide general market. Illustrated by Artzybashaff. (3/1) $2.50 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Carr, Lorraine MOTHER OF THE SMITHS Macmillan 


The story of a frontier mother, of now she brought up her small vrood 
against all odds, and in spite of the antagonism of her Mexican neighbors in old Taos. 
A grand yarn and good characterization. (See full report, page 18) (3/19) $2.50 
Richter, Conrad THE TREES Knopf 


The story of a family of youngsters, held together by the eldest girl, in 
the virgin wilderness of early Chio. Adventure, romance in the raw, frontier life with 
its cruelty and its beauty. (See page 17 for full report). (3/1) $2.50 


Pinkerton, KXathrene THREE'S A CREW Cerrick & Evans 


Seven years cruising in the Northwest waters. (See page 27) (2/23) 
$2.75 





